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SCENE 1 - In the evening

(Curtains remain closed. Ikkyuu-san and both narrators come onto stage.)
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Once upon a time in ancient Kyooto a boy called Ikkyuu-san lived in a temple.
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Ikkyuu-san wanted to become a Buddhist Monk, so he was living at the temple to

do his training.
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Ikkyuu-san was very intelligent, and he also enjoyed pranks.
ST, DO -
This is the story of one of his jokes.

(Curtains open and lkkyuu-san moves to backstage calling to his friends. Head
Priest is sitting centre stage, eating sweets from a jar.)

2/ SN = S~ R - S G & 3 ST S G
(Ikkyuu-san and friends move to side of stage to watch the head priest.)
b, BHLY, HOIT BlLWibd,

Ikkyuu-san and his friends watched the Head Priest enviously as he sat in his
room eating sweets from a big jar.
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(Priest looks up when he hears the boys talking.)

The Head Priest heard the boys talking.

B! Ehvy LI WETA,
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(Tries to hide the jar.)

72T DN,

(The sliding door opens to reveal Ikkyuu-san and his friends. All bow.)
THEFA, WVWoZXwITT,

(Pointing at jar) ZMIL RATI D,
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The Head Priest did not want to share his sweets, so he told the boys that it was
poison ...
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The cunning Head Priest told Ikkyuu-san and the boys that
sweets were poisonous to children. If children ate them, they would surely die.

It seemed like they had fallen for his trick, so the Head Priest sent the boys off to
bed -

FL R, BT H,

but, he had underestimated Ikkyuu-san.

SCENE 2 - The next day

(The boys sit in a semi-circle on zabuton, deep in discussion. Ikkyuu-san enters carrying

FL—4—2

the Head Priest ’s jar.)

Ikkyuu-san knew that the Head Priest had told them a lie about

© 2014 The Japan Foundation, Sydney, All rights reserved.



WNWoExwIH XA

Bz

Wo X S A

JTLr—4—1

Bz

FL—4—2

o X W) XA

JLr—4—1

FL—4—2

BLXLYZA

o X W) XA

BLZnZ

FL—s—1

BLXYEA

WNWoXx W) XA

the sweets. He decided to teach the Head Priest a lesson, so
when he was asleep, he crept in and took the jar.
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Ikkyuu-san selects a sweet from the jar and puts it in his mouth.)
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It did not take the boys long to follow Ikkyuu-san’s lead.
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And before long the jar was empty.

(Boys look at Ikkyuu-san and at the jar - horrified and worried.)
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The boys were worried, but Ikkyuu-san told them not to worry
because he had a plan.

SCENE 3 - That evening

(Ikkyuu-san is seated in the centre of the stage, crying, with the
empty jar in front of him. Boys are seated around Ikkyuu-san,
also crying. Head Priest enters.)

Ikkyuu-san’s plan was to tell the Head Priest he had done
something bad and, in order to pay for his bad deed, he had
decided to kill himself by eating the Head Priest’s poison.
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In the confusion, the Head Priest forgot about the lie he had told
about the sweets.
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But, the Head Priest had been caught in his lie. He decided it
would be better to apologise.
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Ikkyuu-san decided to apologise too, for he had also lied.
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The Head Priest realised what Ikkyuu-san had done ... but as he
had told the first lie himself, instead of scolding him he just

laughed.
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