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A square cloth that came into use over 1,000 years ago is basking in the limelight as a tool to
combat global warming. Called furoshiki, these cloths can be used to wrap things of any shape
and have even been known to transform into purses or handbags. Compact when folded and
great for repeated use, the furoshiki is a perfect example of the three Rs of environmental
conservation: reduce, reuse, and recycle. More than just a great way to wrap up your belongings,
the furoshiki also epitomizes the Japanese tradition of gift wrapping.
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ABEOER / History of Furoshiki
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A~F %, B JE IC3HE~RF L & 5, Put A-F in the box below according to the correct era.
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Trade was developed and traders used Furoshiki to carry their products.
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With the arrival of Western-style paper bags, the use of Furoshiki declined.
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People made frequent use of public bathhouses. When they went to a bathhouse, they
wrapped and carried their towels and washbasin in Furoshiki.
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A piece of cloth, such as what we now call Furoshiki, was used more than 1300 years ago.
At that time, the word “Furoshiki”’ didn’t exist.
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A steam bath was developed. The word “Furoshiki” was born.
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Many people came to use Furoshiki frequently. They carried a variety of things such as

clothes, books, gifts with Furoshiki.
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BEEND / Patterns of Furoshiki
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Rose Pine Chrysanthemum Bamboo Japanese plum Sunflower
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Snapper Turtle Elephant Giraffe Crane
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Eo”ﬁ:‘ (how to wrap)
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