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As in all languages, Japanese spoken and written text occurs in many different genres. These

genres, or text types, have particular styles and conventions; one example of this is the #&HUL &

FHgD &
D(greetings) and ZENDEE (seasonal comments) usually used in a letter.

Senior students of Japanese are expected to produce a number of text types, and one of their
concerns is whether a particular text type requires plain or polite language. But rather than text

type, level of politeness depends on the purpose of the text, and the target audience.
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B 5£3FE Articles

LASA e) _L MoZ5 LASA
These could be found in a ¥ (newspaper), #i% (magazine), R D (school

WRLASA
magazine) or a B #fE (news poster, lit. wall newspapaer). The topic could be a news item, a

= C
review, or a report. &= are usually written in plain form, but a more personal report could be

written in polite form (T9/~%9)to create a rapport with the reader.

LASA ES5L&BA HE U LASA ES5L &
Also found in a #FfEis ai%xZE4# (letter-to-the-editor column). In the EAE#FRE you will find #&%Z

ELL®
inthe X\ DR— (Readers' page) and #E =7~ sessions, and both plain and polite forms

are used.

cazg
B/5 & Advertisements

The purpose of an ad is to catch the readers' interest and persuade them to buy, so they often

[ESd H5HA 3

B3] MNAE
start with a catch phrase rather than a full sentence, e.g. TE&HDT3E X T, F-FI2EHLR

Fy &2
U I 1 Inthis case #i& (respect language) is used in deference to a potential customer.
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BRAE—FDRE Speech script

The purpose of a speech is to engage with and appeal to an audience (FE—JL9 % !), so the

polite form is used, although quotations in the speech would be in the form appropriate to the

situation.

B A—=Jl email

T h&H & AE
The popularity of email is increasing and gradually replacing F#& and ZEZ. Some 'shortcut’

words used in emails (but not found in dictionaries) are:
(2V3) ShLb
NA{TUT)Y (LT s ABITAIAIZED
NATOT) AN (TOT)Y ANUTOT) S BOHTES
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Here are some of the things we ask our students to do in the various text types!

&L

4942 to tell a story

Eﬁﬁﬁg-é to explain

%Hﬁ%ér) to give your opinion
ﬁaf%jzg,ga to give your impressions
E{%g-é to publicise, promote

faht

BEVT 5. B to request



B74Z Quiz

IFHL 2o & T HH

Know your text type! Is the following the beginning of a £ AL & . Hig. RE—F. F#& or

52X
LE&? Answers below.

1. 5401 1 LS B CRDAAIFL

RATILNALF & | kFEE

2. é &3 Z5I58LAD

SHE. A—RMUTOEREEIC ’)L\'Cnﬁbtl,\&ul,\i?o

3. %7
HIES A, ?1571:‘\.'('3'75\0 _biblE, %(73’3'('%'(' L‘%L‘%&ﬂ:?ﬁ‘ﬂih\fbiﬁ'o

4, THL.THL. HBHETAHIT, BLLSALBEHSAMNNELT=,

5. Lshro&o A = am

7R 4 B: 175275 o1=, EEIEF'</u75\ Ejb‘lz/F%(#’L%)bLL\ 1—17'—7_)7’77'?:L,a"}
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BEF Kanji

Many of you know '3 1, the kanji for 'text'. But did you know that it came from the picture of a
pattern found on earthenware pots, and originally meant 'beautiful pattern'? From that it came to

mean 'written character' and then 'sentence’, written text'. Try matching the following words to

their meanings! L
L SANK BA A TAbA - wp i
XF. X2, Kﬂ: X3 (culture, astronomy, letter/character, literature)

T hH 1FL 2o &

52¢<
Answers: 1.Ja& . 2AE—F . 3.F#H. 4N L E . 5.HEE
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