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Whether student or teacher, when meeting Japanese you will be called upon to make a
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B2 #4r. Don't be at a loss for words! Here are some basic expressions. Students can impress

with a simple version, and teachers can use the opportunity to try some honorific language. Use

the chart to change from simple to honorific expressions.

< U= T\\I >25 W b Hh o
’ E?gihiq‘i < LTEDEWA B =

e F—=ArFUTHSE simple expression honorific expression
ﬂéE L7
o HE/ o3
A BT ~ENNES ~EHLET
¢ KBLSBROLET.
= LS
~MkFELT- ~hoSYFEL-
~LFET ~W=LET

Note that you need not say #>7=LI[%, and you NEVER use XA, after your own name!
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You have probably seen the word #>7=L written in kaniji.

[FA1 is made up of two components, each with a different i *

function: one component that hints at the meaning, and &) %-l\
one that gives the pronunciation of the kanji. The second, @

phonetic component imparts its meaning to the kanji as
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well. These kinds of kaniji, called %33, make up the majority of kanji.



The component on the left of A comes from the picture of a rice plant and means ‘crop’, which
in ancient times would have been shared among individuals who harvested it. The component
on the right gives the pronunciation (which had the meaning ‘private’ in ancient Chinese), as well

as the meaning of ‘hold in your arms’ from the picture of a bent arm. So this kanji, meaning
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‘private’, came to Japan where it is now used in various compound words eg.FAII 4% (private

school), as well as # (I, me). What an amagzing story kanji have to tell!
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