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ESEOHEE Origins of the written language
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KFEE, the ancient Japanese language, developed without a form of written expression; it was first
A L

written down in £, characters which had been introduced from China. By the 8th century a system of
FALS B B

PF L ZERF
writing, AE{R4, had emerged which transcribed XFI1EZE into characters largely according to their
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phonetic value. During the Heian Period (794-1185) while court nobles favoured ;%3 (classical

Chinese) as the literary language, court women, denied access to its study, developed simplified
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versions of AZE{R4£ written in a free-flowing style called Z 3 (literally 'women's hands'). These
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became the first {4, while F{&4, (literally incomplete kana') were formed by using one part of the

A
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character used in AZE{R4. Over time a hybrid written language developed incorporating ;£ used

semantically and {ix4 used phonetically, and the rest, as they say, is history!

Here are some works which mark the history of the Japanese language:
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712 'Record of Ancient Matters' - the oldest chronicle of myth and history ( written in a
hNASA
form of ;EX)
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circa 760 'Collection of Ten Thousand Leaves' or '‘Collection for Ten Thousand
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Generations' - earliest collection of poetry and prose spanning 400 years (written in
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11th century ‘Tale of Genji' - masterpiece of Japanese literature, it has been called the
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first great novel, written by a lady of the court % =&} (writtenin % )




