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HL IV is another word for FIZFY), and in both cases, § has become an inseparable part

of the word. But without &. &9 U has a wealth of other meanings!
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#£U'B means ‘aknot’, and B &5$5, literally ‘butterfly knot’, refers to a bow knot. The verb

means ‘to tie’, eg. <’)U%”éﬁ"na\ to tie your shoelaces. It also means to join, connect or link,
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eg. ‘f‘%t.:.%”&ﬁ"*/u’cﬁ_él,\ Connect the pictures to the words’, or ZDBIL A M & I %
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#ATLVB ‘That bridge connects Honshu and Kyushu'.
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#& 5 is also used figuratively in a number of expressions:

[FLA < .
x‘f‘]{—ﬁ. A to tie up a contract
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FEES to ally yourself with eg. another company
# LY .

EEHEAS to bear fruit

‘%%L’&g%s: to conclude (wind up) a talk

A TT ) _ _ _
BEREAS tie the knot (of destiny) ie. to get married
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From the last expression comes #&#&1}, 'matchmaking' or 'marriage’. #&#&U @ ##x, the god

an &
of love and marriage, is the god to whom you make your &L\, wish, for a wife or husband!
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Rice Words

mijie:

As you know, omusubi are made from Japan’s staple {.;‘}

grain, rice. Rice is extremely important to the Japanese, @
{

and this is reflected in the number of equivalents in
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Japanese for the English word.F# refers to the rice Q‘:f
L "
plant, eg. fgz M5, to harvest rice.
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X refers to raw rice, and this could be H:, white rice, or %k, unpolished brown rice. Z#k

refers to cooked rice, and hence ‘a meal’. For the Japanese, rice is conceptually the main part

H L&L
of #1&, a Japanese meal, and is served in $4>As, a bowl. The accompanying dish of fish,

£5
vegetables, meat etc. is referred to as $H 9. Whenrice is served on 35, a plate, as in ¥

L&l

B (Western food), it is referred to as 51 X.
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HL I U is written in hiragana, but the kanji #& used for 51 and #&.5% has the following

origin. The left-hand side (&) gives the meaning of thread. The right-hand side (&) gives
the pronunciation 42 and comes from a picture of a tightly closed earthen jar. This is
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another example of F7 3X=, kanji with one component that hints at meaning, and one that

gives the pronunciation and sometimes adds meaning. As mentioned in the last issue of Dear
Sensei, these make up the majority of kanji. After coming to Japan, this kanji took on the
added meanings of ‘last’ and ‘riceball’.

Here are some compound words reflecting the various meanings of this kanii:
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#&&#® (conclusion) #&&R (result) #&4& (marriage)
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Omusubi fillings
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What is your favourite omusubi filling?’

This was a question put to 11,966 people as part of a campaign to eat more rice
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The results were as follows: (Survey in 2012)

* L#»[+ (tinned salmon) 26%
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* T (pickled plum) 16%
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* BIKF (chilli cod roe) 14%

> W (tuna) 11%
* R# (kelp) 10%
= 1=5C (cod roe) 9%
» MDFH (dried bonito) 4%
* o (other) 10%
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