H 5?1?15 B mm:’é =3+ Naming babies

In Japan as elsewhere, names given to babies change with the times. Below are the most popular

babies’ names for 2012, according to kanji. These days parents tend to choose the sound of the

name first, and fit the kanji to the name. To express individuality, the kanji chosen may be an

unusual written form for the particular sound. As you can see from the list, major themes for boys’

names are ‘large scale’, and ‘flying, soaring’. Over the years girls’ names ending in + have lost

favour. A major theme in the girls’ names is flowers and plants. We also give the kanji that appear

in the names, with their ‘normal’ readings.
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1% (22/1%5h) relaxed and leisurely
M (Cav/mT5) tosoar, fly

E (LY/IE9) lotus

& (32/0) artisan

3 (k) Japanese unit of weight
B (Yay/t=D) dragon

s (Urv/T3.W) tie, bind

X (YA.%) greens

&K (4/25% )  clothes
£

(F.HBLY) hollyhock

2 (V) dignified, cold
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