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The moon has many faces, and there is a word for each!

) LAIFD H N DE ) [FAFD ) FalFD HLIFD
The new or crescent moonis # A, or =H A. The half-moonis # A, and the full moonis &8 or & 8.
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+#H7& is the 15th night of the lunar month when the moon is full, so + EETEGDE also refers to the full moon. On

LIS HLIFD 3 5A
the night of & # @M% A, the harvest moon, (the closest full moon to ﬂ 43, the autumn equinox) many

o #
Japanese follow the custom of () A &, moon viewing.

A BLE
Bl EETW The emperor and Mt Fuji

According to the original story, when M < {508 returned to the Palace of the Moon, she left behind a letter and
AL <Y HME

an elixir of life (N3ED ) for the emperor ( F ) who had been her suitor. But he was loath to prolong his life

without her, and had both items burned on the mountaintop nearest heaven, Mt Fuji. There is a theory that the
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=11l gotits name.

word A~FE came to be written EE.i and this is how
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B ] ®SE Bamboo words
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¥k bamboo grove
- f=1+ bl =t D
" DOF bamboo shoot (also written % )
L .
ﬁf,‘; QE stilts
= cE . .
K E(Dli a childhood friend
R, TIRVING .
o féiuof_ SH & straightforward, frank person
-

C??@;B[:'ioT(“%o to bring up (a child) to be honest and true



The kanji ¥ 7=17 is clearly a pictograph of bamboo, and as a component it lends this meaning to other kaniji, eg.

& AT AR *xZ
H, bamboo leaf, ¥ brush, &, flute, and %§, box.
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The kanji A comes from a picture of a crescent moon, and it also hints at this meaning as a component in other
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kaniji, usually on the right, eg. BB AL\, bright, &, morning, and #iin compound words like Bj , time. There are

o
many words which have the component B on the left-hand side, but in these kanji the component is usually a
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variant form of the kanji P(, meaning 'meat'. It is found in many words related to the body, eg. All, skin, k&,

L (F5

stomach and Bg#A, fat.
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Moon Viewing

The full moon is considered to be at its most beautiful on August 15 O

in the lunar calendar (present-day mid-September). On this night,
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called + & , the Japanese celebrate by organising

moon-viewing parties at a spot suitable for admiring the moon,

preferably near a river or pond. At this time, homes may be
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decorated with B R F F(rice dumplings), 39 (pampas grass),

<Y L TEWG
and autumn fruit such as ZE(chestnut), 3(pear) and B (taro). If you don't have these decorations to
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hand, you can even buy an B RtzvH
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The custom of moon viewing on + E#&was introduced from China. Also introduced from China is the

story of the rabbit in the moon. According to the Chinese story, there is a rabbit living in the moon who

produces elixir of life pills. However, in the Japanese variation, the rabbit spends his days pounding rice



for £5(rice cakes). The alteration may have come about through a pun: previously the full moon was
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referred to as £52E(£ A, now pronounced £5F) but there is a word with the same pronunciation,
)

8#D>F which means 'pounding rice'.

Words relating the moon to food do not end there; %X and & A dishes containing an egg are called
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ARZI(E and ARSEA respectively.
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